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Sandy Green  

 

Happy New Year 

From Captain Bill and the Team 

 

A shorter newsletter this month. The weather swept out the old year and blew in the New Year in style. Not 

perfect golfing days, but a few brave souls have played. The course is in remarkable condition, when you 

think, it is one of the few West Coast courses that are open. 

 Well done to our Green Staff. A lot of back-breaking work is done to keep our drainage systems working. 

During December the greens have seen all sorts of technical things done to improve the surface later in the 

spring. I will leave the technical jargon to our Head Green Keeper John, perhaps in our next newsletter. 

Subscriptions. Not the best time of year to be paying golf fees, but they are due now. Most of you will have 

received a notification of fees, but if not, do not wait. Call into the office and pay in a variety of ways. We 

cannot take card payments so cash or cheques please. If you pay by standing order please remember to 

renew at your bank.  

Club Web Site. Remember lots of information on our club web site. We are also going live, possibly 

February with booking tee times on line. This will have little or no impact on you, as all normal competition 

tee times will be blocked off and you just turn up as you do just now, with a rolling draw. It will assist Hotels 

etc. and make booking tee times by visitors more convenient, as the office has limited opening hours. In due 

course you will get  “log on” details and you will have priority booking as a club member.  
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Golf Lessons: 

Lessons for all age groups. Although aimed at beginners, the lessons will help all golfers, we 

would be interested in talking to all who are interested. The lessons will be in the academy 

games hall on Monday nights during March and April. Open to, members, non-members, men , 

women, and children  

Take this opportunity to learn or improve your game, FREE. 

Book your place. Email maurice@mauricehalliday.co.uk 

Gender, handicap (if you have one), over or under 16, under 12. 

 

After a recent overabundance of 

rain, our course now has new 

areas of water. The lateral 

hazard markers, which normally 

span ditchs, are in the middle of 

what has become a 10-yard-wide 

casual-water obstacle.  

Q. On the 9th hole my tee shot 

went into the water and landed 

with a visible splash. We could 

not be 'virtually certain' 

whether the ball landed in the 

hazard or casual water. I didn't 

feel like getting wet feet to find 

my ball, but I wasn't sure how to 

proceed and whether I had to 

take a penalty. 
A. If you knew that your ball 

stopped outside the normal 

boundaries of the water hazard, 

you could proceed under Decision 

25/2, taking a free drop in a safe 

location no nearer the hole. Since 

you admit that you can't be sure, 

however, you have to assume that 

your ball landed in the hazard 

itself (Decision 1-4/7). Take one 

stroke and a drop (Rule 26-1c) — 

and if dropping your ball within 

two club-lengths of where it 

entered the hazard is still too wet, 

drop it no nearer to the hole at the 

nearest point of relief. Sure you'll 

still have to take a penalty, but at 

least your shoes should stay dry. 

 

What are my options if my ball lies within 

a bunker completely flooded with water?   
Under the Rules, the player has the following 

options when there is interference from casual 

water that has completely flooded a bunker: 

1. Drop the ball in the bunker without 

penalty at the nearest point, not nearer 

the hole, where the depth of the casual 

water is least – Rule 25-1b(ii)(a); 

2. Drop the ball behind the bunker under 

penalty of one stroke – Rule 25-

1b(ii)(b);  

3. Deem the ball unplayable and proceed 

in accordance with Rule 28. 

It is worth noting that only Option 1 

provides free relief from the casual 

water.  Of course, the player can always elect 

to play the ball as it lies if he does not want to 

incur a penalty.  This was something both 

Keegan Bradley and Rory McIlroy had to 

consider during the second round of The 

Open Championship at Royal Lytham & St 

Annes in 2012.    

McIlroy chose to take free relief within the 

fairway bunker at the 17
th

 and dropped the 

ball within a club-length of the nearest point 

of relief before playing out and then onto the 

green – Rule 25-1b(ii)(a). However, Bradley 

chose to play his ball as it lay in the greenside 

bunker at the 15
th

 hole, despite the 

interference from the casual water.  Bradley 

may have decided to do this for a number of 

reasons.  As the sand was damp, the ball may 

have plugged in the sand when dropped or the 

dropping area may have been close to the face 

or edge of the bunker leaving the player with 

a much more difficult stroke.    

Q. At the 6th my friend 

had a long birdie putt on 

a green filled with small 

leaves. Instead of picking 

the leaves up, he took a 

golf towel and swung it 

like a helicopter, 

smacking the green clear. 

While he didn't do any 

damage, I told him there's 

no way that was legal. 

Was I right? 
A. As you know, the Rules 

allow you to remove loose 

impediments on the putting 

green, as long as your ball 

is on the green, without 

penalty, but they provide 

no preferred method to do 

so. According to Decision 

16-1a/8, a player may use 

his towel, cap, or any 

reasonable object to clear a 

path to the hole, as long as 

he doesn't "press down" 

the grass in his line of putt. 

And that includes swinging 

your towel around. 

Remember the word is 

reasonable. Do not use your 

putter. 


